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SUBJECT: VISIT OF THAI PRIME MINISTER TANIN TO MANILA DEC 20-22 

REF: MANILA 19722 

1 . THAI PRIME MINISTER TANIN CONCLUDED ESSENTIALLY 
ROUTINE VISIT TO MANILA AS SCHEDULED ON DECEMBER 22. 
ACCORDING THAI EMBOFF. MAIN PURPOSE OF VISIT WAS TO 
COMPLETE TANIN'S TOUR OF ASEAN COUNTRIES, ENABLE HIM TO MEET 
PRESIDENT MARCOS AND TO PROVIDE ACCOMPANYING THAI CABINET 
MEMBERS (MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNICATIONS, AND SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE NATIONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL) OPPORUNITY TO MEET GOP 
COUNTERPARTS. 

2. COMMUNIST SUBVERSION WAS MAJOR TOPIC OF DISCUSSION 
AND DOMINATED PRESS ACCOUNTS. REFERRING TO PARA NINE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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OF JOINT COMMUNIQUE "BULLETIN TODAY" PROCLAIMED, "RP. 
THAILAND SEAL AID PACT ON SUBVERSION". SUCH HEADLINES 
PROMPTED MARCOS TO EMPHASIZE AT PRESS CONFERENCE FOLLOW- 
ING TANIN'S DEPARTURE THAT THERE WAS "NO INTENTION TO 
ESTABLISH A MILITARY ALLIANCE", THAT AGREEMENT TO EXCHANGE 
SECURITY INFORMATION IS IN FACT ALREADY FOUR YEARS OLD: 

THAT, AS STATED IN COMMUNIQUE, UNDERSTANDING IS "NON 
ASEAN", AND (JUST FOR GOOD MEASURE) THAT SEATO WOULD AS 
ORIGINALLY PLANNED BE DISMANTLED BY JUNE 1977. 
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3. THAI EMBOFF AGREED THAT VIETNAMES (WHO HAVE JUST 
OPENED AN EMBASSY IN MANILA) WERE PROBABLY DISCUSSED 
AT SOME LENGTH, BUT COULD PROVIDE NO DETAILS. 

4. THAI EMBOFF DISPLAYED SOME EMBARRASSMENT OVER TANIN’S 
OUTSPOKEN ATTACK ON FOREIGN PRESS FOR ITS DISTORTION 

OF RECENT EVENTS IN THAILAND. HE NOTED THAT THESE RE- 
MARKS WERE PROBABLY AMPLIFIED BY MANILA PRESS BECAUSE 
SIMILAR VIEWS ARE HELD LOCALLY. 

5. COMMENT. VISIT WAS FRIENDLY BUT APPARENTLY UNEVENT- 
FUL. TANIN PRESENCE IN MANILA TENDED TO GET LOST AMID 
COMPETING EVENTS WHICH INCLUDED RETURN OF MRS. MARCOS 
FROM MONTH ABROAD, OPENING SESSION OF NEW LEGISLATURE. 
AND ARMED FORCES DAY. RELATIVELY LOW KEY RECEPTION BY 
FILIPINOS SHOULD CERTAINLY NOT BE TAKEN TO IMPLY ANY 
LACK OF RAPPORT WITH NEW REGIME IN BANGKOK, BUT SIMPLY 
FACT THAT THAILAND AND PHILIPPINES ARE GEOGRAPHICALLY 
FURTHEST APART OF ASEAN COUNTRIES AND HAVE LEAST IN 
COMMON. 

SULLIVAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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